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Stay up to date with news about the community game @RFU Twitter here
The Club Support Help Portal is available here

PDF Copy available here
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Please see below a PDF copy of the Community Game Update
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Summer Activity Framework 2022 – NOW
AVAILABLE!
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Age Grade Rugby update and actions for clubs, schools and
colleges
After positive feedback last year, an RFU Summer Activity Framework will again replace the
normal age-grade out of season regulations for summer 2022. We hope this helps to continue

to address the impact the pandemic has had on player activity, retention and safety.

As communicated in July 2020, the current age-grade rugby season ends for clubs, schools and
colleges on Monday 2 May. From 3 May, we move to out-of-season activity (except for U15 and
U17 representative rugby, permitted until the end of May).

It is not compulsory to do summer rugby. Many choose to rest or participate in other
sports/activities. However, this framework applies to any age-grade rugby activity that a club,
school, college, or other organisation decides to run in the o -season.

The 2022 version is a hybrid of the usual regulations and 2021 Summer Framework. It maintains
the regular out-of-season activity for U14+, provides more opportunity for U13 and below, and
enables contact training progression, some friendly ﬁxtures and more rugby formats.

We stress this is not to create an extended season. It is to help player engagement with rugby
and safe progression towards full contact next season.

Please see the Activity Guide below and click here for the full detailed guidance and additional
support. We encourage anyone planning summer activity to read it.

Summer Activties Guide 2022.pdf
329.9 KB
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Girls Age Bandings Implementation – Under 11s
Clari cation
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Thanks for the great progress being made by everyone in the girls' game to be ready for the new
U12, U14, U16 and U18 age bands from next season.

We have received some questions about what Under 11 girls will be able to do next season. This
is covered in our FAQs which you can ﬁnd in the Girls Age Banding section on the England
Rugby website.

The 2022-23 regulations are being ﬁnalised and will be available by June latest. Under 11/Year 6
regulations will provide more ﬂexibility so that girls can:

Continue to play U11 mixed rugby; and/or
Play girls only U11 rugby; or
‘Play up’ into U12s, following appropriate sign-o by parents/guardians, coaches and
Constituent Bodies following the assessment/approval requirements outlined in
Regulation 15.3.

While the default priority in age-grade rugby is for players to always play in their own age
grade/year group, regulation will enable U11 girls to play with U12 girls IF they are deemed
ready.

We stress this is for individual girls who are physically and emotionally ready/equipped to ‘play
up’ and able to miss some of the building blocks at U11. These are key factors and a vital part of
the assessment and decision-making process. It is not carte-blanche for every U11 girl to

automatically play with the U12s. We recognise there can be a knock-on beneﬁt to the U12
single age group of U11s playing up. However, the priority remains the safety of the individual
player and playing out of age-grade remains the exception.

We know player numbers at U12 will need time to grow; every club having a full U12 squad in
2022-23 is unrealistic. However, taking the time to build this new single age band will make it a
powerful and sustainable pillar of rugby’s future.
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Applications For 2022-23 Women's Leagues & Allianz
Inner Warrior Series
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Following the direct email to club GMS contacts last week, a reminder that the application for
entry into the 2022-23 RFU women's league structure and the Allianz Inner Warrior Series is
open. All new and existing teams are invited to complete the online entry form to conﬁrm they
wish to participate in the 2022-23 competition.

Submit Entry
The deadline for entries is Sunday 24 April at 23:59.
ENTRY FORM HERE

New Teams
New teams should refer to the below criteria document for guidance when selecting the
appropriate entry point level. It would help to liaise with your local Competitions Development
O

cer to ensure appropriate placement. For any other queries, don't hesitate to get in touch

with womenscompetitions@rfu.com.

Womens League .pdf
439.8 KB

Cup Competitions
Women's Cup Competitions will return for the 2022–23 seasons. Further information and entry
process will be issued in the coming months.
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Reminder Of Payment Of Players - Regulation 7
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The 2022 Payment of Players declaration closes on 30 June 2022. It is mandatory for clubs
whose men’s ﬁrst XV team play at Level 3 to Level 7 to complete this declaration in order to
remain eligible for RFU Beneﬁts.

Clubs whose men’s 1st XV plays in Levels 3-7
Clubs that do not submit a completed declaration within this period or declare that they paid
above the set thresholds during the designated period will lose access to beneﬁts for the
2022/23 season.

Clubs whose men’s 1st XV plays in Level 8 or below
The declaration must only be submitted if the club provides Material Beneﬁts (as deﬁned in
Regulation 1) to players and/or engages a player-coach. They do not need to submit a completed
declaration if they DO NOT provide Material Beneﬁts to players and /or a player/coach.
Therefore, these clubs will not lose access to RFU Beneﬁts.

Regulation 7 (Payment of Players) can be found in full here, which provides further information
on thresholds and the deﬁnition of RFU Beneﬁts.

A list of FAQs around Payment of Players declarations (Material Beneﬁt and Regulatory) can be
found here.

A guide on submitting and authorising the declaration within the Game Management System
can be downloaded here.

For any queries around Payment of Players, please visit our Help Portal.
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FREE Introduction To Rugby Training Courses –
Summer 2022 – BOOKING NOW OPEN!
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We have listened carefully to schools, colleges and universities about the high demand to have
rugby trained teachers and coaches across the education sector. This joint ambition is
increasingly important to reassure sta , leaders, governing bodies and parents about our
ongoing drive for an inclusive, attractive and safe game.

A nationwide summer training programme of FREE introduction to rugby courses has been
launched. Funded by England Schools RFU and England Colleges RFU, 60 courses based on Kids
First Contact courses will run across the country in May and June.

The programme is targeted at sta and students across the education sector and has been
designed according to feedback on when they have most availability to attend courses - in the
summer term and weekdays.

These courses are ideal for all rugby deliverers; including sta new to delivering contact rugby,
as a refresher, or as a stepping stone to the England Rugby Coaching Award in the autumn.

In addition to these Kids First Contact courses, a programme of eight regional development
days, aimed at anyone delivering in Education or the Age Grade game will be taking place in
June.

Please click here for the Summer Training Course ﬂier, which includes a booking link to each of
the courses. We believe every school, college and university with a rugby programme will have
sta and/or students who will beneﬁt from attending – please pass this on so they can book on
a local course.

2022 Kids First Contact yer - ERFSU.pdf
637.5 KB
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Game Management System (GMS) Review & Future
Platform For Rugby recommendations
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Last week we shared the ﬁndings from Deloitte's independent review of the Game Management
System. Thank you to everyone who provided feedback on clubs’ needs and priorities from a
digital Platform for Rugby to help them run the game.

You can read the recommendations and watch the accompanying video on our Platform for
Rugby page.

The RFU has listened to Deloitte’s recommendations and understands the importance of
putting the user at the heart of decision-making as we develop a Platform for Rugby that
supports the wide variety of roles within the game. As part of this user-centric approach, we will
prioritise recommendations to simplify processes and make navigation more intuitive.

To build on your feedback and to increase two-way communication, we will also create ﬁve new
Platform for Rugby user groups who will be instrumental in continuing to help us understand
the game's priorities for the system.

To express your interest in being part of one of our new user groups, click here.

Platform for Rugby Final Review.pdf
2.4 MB

